MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
on all sides, Byzantium had to abandon the war against the Lom-
bards. Rome was left to defend herself.
For the Church, the conquest of the Asiatic and the African
shores of the Mediterranean by the Musulmans was the most
terrible of catastrophes. Apart from the fact that it reduced die ter-
ritory of Christendom to Europe alone, it was presently the cause
of the great schism which finally divided the West from the East—-
Rome, where the Pope was enthroned, from Byzantium, the seat
of the last Patriarch of the East to survive the Islamic inundation.
Heraclius, having reconquered Syria, Palestine and Egypt, where
the Monophysites were predominant, from the Persians, aspired,
as Justinian had done, to restore the unity of the Church by con-
cessions in the domain of dogma. The Monophysites, who recog-
nized in Christ only one substance, the divine, were insuperably
opposed to the Orthodox, who regarded Him both as man and
God. However, it seemed as though it should not have been
impossible to reconcile these two opposite points of view, for
while the Orthodox affirmed that there were two substances in
Christ they nevertheless recognized only one life in Him. It might
therefore be possible to reconcile Orthodoxy and Monophysism in
the single doctrine of Monothelism.
To reinforce the unity of religious and Imperial sentiment against
the Musulman invaders, the Emperor believed that the moment
had come to reconcile Monophysites and Orthodox by proclaiming
the doctrine of Monothelism, and imposing it on all Christendom
by the publication of the "Ecthesis" (63 8) .*
This manifestation came too late to save the Empire, for by this
time Syria was already conquered by Islam, On the other hand,
it had the effect of causing Rome to rebel against Byzantium.
Pope Honorius declared the Monothelist doctrine to be heretical.
Presently Egypt succumbed in its term, conquered by Islam.
The two principal centres of Monophysism were irremediably
lost. Nevertheless, Constantinople did not abandon Monothelism.
Constant H, in 648, pubMed the "Type"—the type of faith—
1 VASHJEV, Op. Cit.9 Vol. I, p. 294.
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